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from past and present, and look ahead to
many more years of valuable service to our
nation.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
LIEUTENANT COLONEL STEPH-
ANIE A. SIDO OF THE UNITED
STATES ARMY

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN
RADEWAGEN

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Lieutenant Colonel Steph-
anie A. Sido of the United States Army for her
extraordinary dedication to duty and service to
our nation.

Colonel Sido will soon transition from her
current assignment as an Army Congressional
Liaison in the House of Representatives to
serve as the Troop Commander at Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center. Her new unit is the
largest U.S. hospital outside the United States,
and serves as the sole military medical center
for Europe, Middle East and Africa to our
Service Members, their families, and coalition
and allies troops.

A native of Grafton, Ohio, Stephanie began
her military career when she was commis-
sioned in 1999 through the University of Ak-
ron’s Army ROTC Program as a Medical Serv-
ice Corps Officer. Since that time she has
served at all leadership levels from platoon
leader to company commander. Stephanie
also honorably served in multiple staff posi-
tions in combat, including two deployments to
Afghanistan. She is married to Edward, a U.S.
Army veteran and the proud mother to their
son Patrick.

In 2016, Colonel Sido was selected to serve
as Legislative Liaison to the Army House Liai-
son Office. In her role as a legislative liaison,
Colonel Sido served as the primary liaison be-
tween Members of the 114th and 115th Con-
gresses, their Staffs, Legislative Committees,
and the U.S. Army. In this role, she planned,
coordinated, and accompanied Congressional
and Staff Delegations on numerous worldwide
fact-finding and investigative missions, and
strengthened the relationships and trust need-
ed to continue the longstanding confidence the
U.S. Congress has in the U.S. Army.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
selfless service of Lieutenant Colonel Steph-
anie A. Sido and her family as they proceed
to the next chapter in her remarkable career
and continue to serve our great nation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF OVERSEAS
AMERICANS FINANCIAL ACCESS
ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce the Overseas
Americans Financial Access Act on behalf of
the estimated 6-8 million American citizens
living and working abroad. This bill would
amend the Foreign Account Tax Compliance

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Act (FATCA) to address the unintended con-
sequences it imposes on American citizens
overseas that make it more difficult to access
basic banking products and services in their
country of residence.

As co-chair of the Americans Abroad Cau-
cus, for years | have heard reports from con-
stituents overseas detailing how FATCA’s ex-
pensive and duplicative reporting requirements
have led foreign financial institutions to deny
basic banking services to American citizens.
Some Foreign Financial Institutions have sim-
ply closed accounts or refused to open new
ones for U.S. citizens in order to minimize
their exposure to FATCA reporting require-
ments, withholding fees and potential pen-
alties. This practice leaves law-abiding Amer-
ican citizens without access to everyday finan-
cial tools such as mortgages, bank accounts,
insurance policies and pension funds—all of
which are critical services regardless of place
of residence.

While | recognize the difficult job of the
Treasury Department to make sure American
money around the world remains compliant
with the U.S. tax code, the current FATCA re-
porting procedures subject ordinary Americans
to the same scrutiny as criminal tax evaders
and money launderers. Revision of these re-
porting policies is necessary to ensure that
Americans remain competitive in international
business and continue to contribute to econo-
mies here in the U.S. and around the world.
Unfortunately, some have resorted to renounc-
ing their American citizenship in response. It is
now time to act and provide relief.

The IRS Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS)
has recognized this problem and on April 13,
2015, issued a recommendation that the IRS
exclude from FATCA reporting financial ac-
counts maintained by a financial institution in
the country in which the U.S. citizen is a bona
fide resident. To date, no action has been
taken to institute such a policy to alleviate the
burden on overseas Americans as a result of
FATCA. That is why | am proud to introduce
the Overseas Americans Financial Access Act
which would implement TAS’s recommenda-
tion and exempt Americans from FATCA re-
porting if their accounts are held in the same
country where they are a bona fide resident.

As Members of Congress, it is our duty to
represent our constituents’ best interests
whether they live in the United States or over-
seas. | urge my colleagues to support this bill
so that we may fulfill this duty and grant our
overseas constituents the relief they need.

HONORING WILLIE WRIGHT, SR.
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the legacy of Mr.
Willie Wright, Sr.

Mr. Wright, Sr. was born to the union of
George Moses Wright and Fannie Cowan
Wright. This union was blessed with five beau-
tiful children. All of his siblings preceded him
in death years ago in New York and Alabama,
but God saw fit to leave the baby, “Willie” in
Rural Holmes County, Mississippi for eighty-
two years.

As a child, Willie confessed Christ as his
personal savior and united with the Popular
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Springs C.M.E. Church. Later, he moved to
the Lebanon Community and united with the
Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church under the
leadership of Rev. A. Barron.

During the winter season, Mr. Wright, Sr.
married Claudie Mae Ware on November 13,
1954. This union was blessed with six chil-
dren. Willie wanted his children to leave no
task incomplete and often uttered these words
to his children: “Don’t ever stop anything you
start. If you don’t plan to finish it, don’t start
it.”

Mr. Wright, Sr. was married with a seventh
grade education but went back to school in
1969 to complete his education at Saints In-
dustry in the Migrant Farm/Manpower School
under the direction of Dr. Arenia C. Mallory.
Mr. Wright, Sr. put his six children through
their college education.

In 1962, Mr. Wright went to work at the
Charcoal Plant in Lexington, MS. In 1968, he
began his employment with the Holmes Coun-
ty School Bus Garage as a Mechanic and
continued his employment with the District
until his retirement in 2008; an inspiring forty
year career.

Mr. Wright made free standing metal toys as
a hobby that gain bragging rights with all of
his co-workers, family and all who saw them.
He designed an Electric Chair at the Holmes
County Bus Garage and enjoyed plugging it
up for all of his friends. Willie and all of his
brothers were Blues guitarist and included
their dance moves for audiences to enjoy. Al-
though his favorite musical instrument was the
harmonica, he was a master of them all.

Mr. Willie Wright, Sr. will be truly missed
and his legacy will continue in the heart of
those he left behind: a devoted wife of sixty-
two years, Claudie Mae; 6 children: Artha Earl,
Robert Lee, Earline (James Zachary), Willie,
Jr.,, Brinda and Charlie Edward; 11 Grand-
children: Sammie, Tonya (Jeremy), Stephanie
(Jimmie), Robert, Jr., Alvia (Christopher),
Aries, Robbie (Sha’'marcus), Chauntrell,
Jamie, Marcus and Charlie Martez; 7 Great-
Grands, 1 sister-in-law, 6 brothers-in-law, nu-
merous nieces, nephews and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the legacy of Mr. Willie Wright,
Sr. for his dedication to the community, friends
and his family.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
COMMANDER JOHN J. PARMA

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the service of Lieu-
tenant Commander John J. Parma, who will
retire from the United States Navy this month
after 21 years of distinguished and faithful
service to our nation.

Since graduating from class 214 of Basic
Underwater Demolition/SEAL training, LCDR
Parma has participated in numerous combat
missions around the world. His service has
taken him from West Africa to Bosnia. Addi-
tionally, he has executed many combat special
reconnaissance missions behind enemy lines
in Afghanistan and sensitive site exploitations
in Iraq, which have earned him numerous
awards and accolades.
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By his side throughout his successful career
and arduous deployments have been his wife,
Megan, and their children Madison, Brooklyn,
Dominic, and Kennedy. Their love and support
has aided and strengthened LCDR Parma
throughout his service, and | congratulate
them as well on this special occasion. | am
proud to share in the celebration of LCDR
Parma’s military career, and as he and his
family move to this next chapter of his life, |
wish LCDR Parma fair winds and following
seas as he embarks on his future endeavors.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF POST 67 ON
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Lt. Philip V. Lansdale Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 67 as they cele-
brate the 100th Anniversary of their congres-
sional charter. The VFW Post 67 is the sec-
ond Post in California to reach their centennial
milestone. As they gather tonight for their
Centennial Celebration, | would like to honor
the members of the VFW Post 67 for the su-
perb work they have done on behalf of vet-
erans and veteran causes on a national stage
and in the Sacramento area.

In 1916, 32 veterans who served in the U.S.
Army and U.S. Navy chose to continue to
serve our country by aiding their veteran
brothers and sisters in our region. The Post is
named after Lt. Philip V. Lansdale, who
served on the U.S. Philadelphia. VFW Post 67
was founded in Sacramento with the noble
cause to ensure the war bonuses promised to
veterans after World War |, to promote com-
radeship, and to improve the well-being of vet-
erans and their families. On January 3, 1917,
VFW Post 67 was recognized for its efforts
and received it congressional charter.

VFW Post 67 has had many great leaders
in its 100 years. Most notably are the first Post
Commander, Mr. William Taylor, and the Sil-
ver Star recipient Mr. Darold D. Decoe, Sr. as
National Commander in Chief. For a century,
The VFW Post 67 has provided support to an
abundant amount of veterans and has used its
collective voice to advocate for veteran
causes. Current members are dedicated to
continuing the mission of the VFW Post 67
and continue to be a haven for Sacramento’s
veterans.

In honoring tonight’s celebration, it is impor-
tant to honor all of the important work and
contributions to veterans that the VFW Post
67 has helped advanced nationally and in the
Sacramento region. The VFW played a major
role in the formation of the Veterans Adminis-
tration as well as pursuing compensation for
Vietnam veterans and fighting for both the
20th and 21st century Gl bills. We would like
to express gratitude to those involved in Post
67’s diligent service to our country’s veterans
and their families.

Mr. Speaker, as the members of the VFW
Post 67 take part in their centennial celebra-
tion, | ask all of my colleagues to join me in
honoring them for their astounding service to
the veteran community in the Sacramento
area.
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RECOGNIZING MASTER SERGEANT
KEARY J. MILLER ON RECEIVING
THE AIR FORCE CROSS

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege
to pay tribute to Master Sergeant Keary J. Mil-
ler upon being awarded the Air Force Cross,
the service’s highest combat medal of valor.

While supporting a joint special operations
team during the Battle of Roberts Ridge on
March 4, 2002, then-Tech. Sgt. Miller saved
the lives of ten U.S. service members and as-
sisted in the recovery of seven who were
killed in action all while facing insurmountable
odds and a barrage of heavy enemy fire.

The courage shown by this dedicated
pararescueman is a true testament of his
character. Master Sergeant Miller embodies
the selfless commitment to service, sacrifice,
and exceptional skill of our Nation’s service
members.

The entire Northwest Florida community is
immensely proud of our area’s tradition of mili-
tary service and support for those who wear
the uniform. It is a true honor to recognize
Master Sergeant Miller upon this most notable
distinction.

————

CHARLES A. TINDLEY ACCELER-
ATED SCHOOL VARSITY BOYS
BASKETBALL TEAM

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to offer my congratulations to the
Charles A. Tindley Accelerated School Varsity
Boys Basketball Team. The Tindley Tigers se-
cured the Division 1A Indiana State Boys Bas-
ketball Championship on March 25, 2017 at
Bankers Life Field House after a 51—49 victory
over Lafayette Central Catholic.

This is the Tigers first appearance in the
state finals and the team made it count by
clinching the school’s first state championship
in any sport. The game’s last minute shot and
stolen inbound pass secured the win for the
Tindley Tigers, who were led by Head Coach
Bob Wonell.

The Tindley Tigers have secured their place
in the storied history of Indiana basketball. |
extend my congratulations to the student ath-
letes, coaching staff, school and our entire In-
dianapolis community on their accomplishment
this season.

———

CELEBRATING THE 38TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER
OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 25, 2017
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize the palpable achievements
of the Taiwan Relations Act on its 38th Anni-
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versary. The TRA, which was enacted on April
10, 1979, has and continues to be the critical
cornerstone in preserving the relationship be-
tween the United States and Taiwan, and in
maintaining both the peace and stability of the
Taiwan Strait and Taiwan’s democratic exist-
ence. The significance of the TRA, as well as
the significance of President Reagan’s Six As-
surances of 1982, cannot be understated.

Regional military buildups confirm the ne-
cessity of the TRA and the policy that the
United States shall “make available to Taiwan
such defense articles and defense services in
such quantity as may be necessary to enable
Taiwan to maintain a sufficient self-defense
capability.” The security interests of our good
friend and security partner Taiwan must not be
marginalized. The commitments made in the
Congressionally-mandated Taiwan Relations
Act and President Reagan’s “Six Assurances”
can never be compromised.

It is my hope that by working with our
friends in Taiwan, we can help find the bal-
ance necessary for the region. Doing so is yet
another way we guarantee Taiwan’s freedom
and democracy. Our obligations under the
TRA are clear, and | ask my colleagues to join
me in working with the Administration in focus-
ing on this important issue as this session of
Congress continues to unfold.

On this 38th Anniversary, | reaffirm my sup-
port for the TRA and the Six Assurances, and
| wish the people of Taiwan the very best.

HONORING ELIZABETH D. EVANS
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 25, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the incredible educa-
tor, leader, and public servant, Elizabeth D.
Evans.

Elizabeth Evans joined the Mississippi Val-
ley State University faculty in the fall of 2003
where she currently serves in the Social
Sciences Department. She earned a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Mathematics from Mis-
sissippi Valley State University, where she
was commissioned as a Distinguished Grad-
uate of the U.S. Air Force Reserve Officer
Training Corps (AFROTC) program. She
earned a Master of Arts Degree in Public
Management from the University of Houston-
Clear Lake, Texas, and a Ph.D. degree in
Public Policy and Administration from Mis-
sissippi State University.

Other educational ventures include comple-
tion of the Air Force’s three-tier Professional
Military Education program (Squadron Officer
School, Air Command and Staff College, and
Air War College) and Academic Instructor
School while serving in the U.S. Air Force.

As an assistant professor in the Social
Sciences Department and the Public Adminis-
tration Program, she teaches freshman
through senior level courses, manages the in-
ternship program, advises all students in the
Public Administration program, and serves as
coordinator for the Public Administration pro-
gram.

Her primary interests are in continuous per-
sonal improvement and student achievement.
She believes that teaching is more than the
giving of information; it is working to ensure
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